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Joe Barone, Exec at Rocco Commisso's Fiorentina Soccer Team, Dies at 57




Kent Gibbons 

published 20 March 24




Italian-American with a history of leadership in soccer fell ill Sunday before a match in Italy















[image: Bellator]









Warner Bros. Discovery Strikes Bellator MMA Media Rights Deal 




R. Thomas Umstead 

published 19 March 24




Max to air eight Bellator championship events, truTV to televise Bellator-themed content
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Retreat, Hell! Embattled Paramount Plus Expands Ad-Supported Tier to Canada and Australia, Proliferates 'Premium' Plan Across Europe




Daniel Frankel 

published 19 March 24




Move comes with pushback from a certain celebrity analyst, who questions the very existence of Paramount's DTC streaming business
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'The Gentlemen' Scores a Very Respectable Week 2 Audience -- Netflix Weekly Rankings for March 11-17




Jack Reid 

published 19 March 24




Guy Ritchie series grows its viewership by more than 65% in its second week on Netflix, while fantasy film 'Damsel' has the platform's best weekly film performance of the year
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‘NCIS: Sydney' Gets Second Season





Michael Malone 

published 19 March 24




Aussie offshoot of ‘NCIS’ franchise keeps going
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ESPN Signs Six-Year, $7.8 Billion Extension for the Expanding College Football Playoff Tournament 




Daniel Frankel 

published 19 March 24




Deal will pay the College Football Playoff $1.3 Billion a season through 2032
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ESPN Signs Six-Year, $7.8 Billion Extension for the Expanding College Football Playoff Tournament 
Deal will pay the College Football Playoff $1.3 Billion a season through 2032 
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'The Gentlemen' Scores a Very Respectable Week 2 Audience -- Netflix Weekly Rankings for March 11-17
Guy Ritchie series grows its viewership by more than 65% in its second week on Netflix, while fantasy film 'Damsel' has the platform's best weekly film performance of the year
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Netflix’s Hot Sports Documentary Biz Targets ‘Receiver’ 
Following the successful Netflix debut last year of its ‘Quarterback,’ Peyton Manning’s Omaha Productions followed Davante Adams, Justin Jefferson, George Kittle, Deebo Samuel and Amon-Ra St. Brown throughout the 2023 NFL season
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'Fortune Favors the Brave'? How Is DirecTV Letting Its Customers Just Drop Local Stations? 
The satellite TV company said it 'sought new, more collaborative' distribution models in recent deals with 'leading broadcasters' 
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Writers Take Shots at 'Seal Team' Staffer Who Sued CBS and Paramount for Alleged White Heterosexual Male Discrimination
Brian Beneker, backed by Trump advisor Stephen Miller's America First legal foundation, alleges he was denied bigger opportunities because of his race, gender and sexual orientation
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Point-Counterpoint: Should Paramount Plus Be Thrown Off the Mountain?
In our latest 'Next Text,' we don't want to call David Bloom an ignorant anything, but our columnist does try to use his fancy, well-deduced logic to undermine a streaming business with 70 million users
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YouTube, Tubi and Peacock Show the Biggest YoY Market Share Gains in Nielsen's Latest 'Gauge' Graphic



By

Daniel Frankel 

published 19 March 24




But streaming's overall market share remained flat with June of last year
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No Local Stations? Dish Says It’s Been Offering Opt-Outs for 7 Years



By

Jon Lafayette 

published 19 March 24




Offer ‘empowers subscribers with the ability to customize their viewing experience,’ satellite-TV company says
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Play.Works Moves Forward With Chess.com VOD App



By

Jon Lafayette 

published 19 March 24




Matches, original shows and instructional programs to be featured
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Super Bowl Sunday Was Most-Viewed Day Since 2021, Nielsen Says



By

Jon Lafayette 

published 19 March 24




Streaming share hits 6-month high, while overall viewing drops 6.4% in February, according to ratings firm
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Analyst Calls 2024 The Year Linear TV Advertising Officially Broke



By

Jon Lafayette 

published 19 March 24




Michael Nathanson slashes forecasts, sees national ad revenue down 2.6% in 2024 and plummeting 12.3% in 2025
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QAM Do Spirit: Mediacom Follows WOW! in Moving Linear Video Off Its Cable Network



By

Daniel Frankel 

published 18 March 24




Cable operators are switching video distribution from QAM to IPTV and various other streaming tech to free up bandwidth for high-speed internet
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Nielsen Names Anil Goel Chief Engineering Officer



By

Jon Lafayette 

published 18 March 24




Executive is replacing Srini Varadarajan
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YouTube, Tubi and Peacock Show the Biggest YoY Market Share Gains in Nielsen's Latest 'Gauge' Graphic



By

Daniel Frankel 

published 19 March 24




But streaming's overall market share remained flat with June of last year
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Analyst Calls 2024 The Year Linear TV Advertising Officially Broke



By

Jon Lafayette 

published 19 March 24




Michael Nathanson slashes forecasts, sees national ad revenue down 2.6% in 2024 and plummeting 12.3% in 2025






Broadcasting & Cable









[image: Netflix Nordic Content]









Netflix Dives Deeper into the Nordic Region with New Content Slate, Challenges Incumbent Viaplay



By

Jack Reid 

published 18 March 24




Netflix is expanding its presence in the Nordics with 26 pieces of content
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DirecTV to Let Satellite Customers Drop Local Stations From Bundle to Cut Bill



By

Jon Lafayette 

published 17 March 24




Subscribers would get $12 discount if they opt out
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Former Apple and Hulu Exec Pete Distad Tapped to Head Spulu



By

Daniel Frankel 

published 15 March 24




Distad was earlier reported as a favorite to become CEO of the Disney, Fox and Warner Bros. Discovery joint streaming venture






NextTV


 
















Technology 










[image: Mediacom]









QAM Do Spirit: Mediacom Follows WOW! in Moving Linear Video Off Its Cable Network



By

Daniel Frankel 

published 18 March 24




Cable operators are switching video distribution from QAM to IPTV and various other streaming tech to free up bandwidth for high-speed internet
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Vecima Moves To Compete With Harmonic in Cable’s Fast-Emerging vCMTS Market



By

Daniel Frankel 

published 12 March 24




Competition for virtual network tech heats up as cable operators begin to ramp up for new DOCSIS 4.0 standard
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Sling TV Integrates New 'Arcade' Gaming Feature



By

Daniel Frankel 

published 6 March 24




Users of the Sling TV app on Android TV and Amazon Fire TV platforms can simultaneously watch TV and play one of 10 classic arcade games, including Tetris and Centipede
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Roku Strong-Arms Users Into Accepting New ‘Dispute Resolution Terms’ 



By

Daniel Frankel 

published 6 March 24




You either agree to Roku’s forced arbitration terms or start looking for another platform to stream your shows






NextTV
















[image: T-Mobile fixed wireless access]









Wireless Org Says Cable Lobbyists Are Trying To Block Allocation of 5G Spectrum To Stymie FWA



By

Daniel Frankel 

published 4 March 24




CTIA accuses cable org of ‘trying to block policies that stimulate investment and competition’ with feigned China-themed concerns
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